PAST PERFECT

The Past Perfect Simple  is used to express that an action happened before another past event.

Example:

After I had finished my homework, I went to the cinema with my friends.

The first action in time is “finish homework” after this “go to the cinema”

Grammar: had + verb past participle.

We usually use phrases:

After / because: past perfect

When / before: simple past

I had had a bath before I watched the movie yesterday.

The police went to the thief’s house because they had received a phone call earlier.

When Alex arrived home, every body had already gone to the wedding.

Put the verbs into the correct form (past perfect simple).

1. The storm destroyed the sandcastle that we (build)……………………... 

2. He (not / be)……………………….to Cape Town before 1997. 

3. When she went out to play, she (do / already)…………………………her homework. 

4. My brother ate all of the cake that our mum (make)………………………………. 

5. The doctor took off the plaster that he (put on)……………………..six weeks before. 

6. The waiter brought a drink that I (not / order)…………………………… 

7. I could not remember the poem we (learn)…………………………..the week before. 

8. The children collected the chestnuts that (fall)………………………from the tree. 

9. (he / phone)…………………….Angie before he went to see her in London? 

10. She (not / ride)…………………….a horse before that day. 
11. The pupils talked about the film they (watch)…………………………... 
12. I was late for work because I (miss)……………………………the bus. 
13. We lived in the house that my father (build)……………………………..

14. We admired the picture that Lucy (paint)………………………………... 
15. They watered the trees that they (plant)………………………………….. 
16. The teacher corrected the tests that the pupils (write)………………………. 
17. I received a good mark in my test because I (practise)…………………….really hard. 
18. The mail order shop didn’t send me the shirt that I (order)………………………….

19. I had to clean the floor because my cats (knock)……………………….over the flower pots. 
20. My friend was in hospital because she (fall)………………………………down the stairs. 

Write the verbs in Past Perfect Simple. Use the negative form.

1. In the shopping centre, I met a friend who I (see / not)………………………..for ages. 

2. The thief could walk right into the house because you (lock / not)………………the door. 

3. We lost the match because we (practise / not)………………………….the days before. 

4. At school, Jim quickly copied the homework that he (do / not)……………………….. 

5. We ate at a restaurant last night because I (buy / not)…………………..anything for dinner. 

6. When we came back, it was cold in the house because Alice (close / not) ……………………the windows. 

7. All day long, Phil was angry with me just because I (greet / not) …………………..him first. 

8. When I met Jane at eleven o’clock, she (have / not) ………………………..breakfast yet. 

9. I couldn’t go to the cinema with my friends last night because I (finish / not) …………………………my homework yet. 

10. Fred answered my question although I (ask / not) ………………………him. 

Complete the questions in Past Perfect Simple.

1. (what / Bob / do) ………………………that he was kept in after school? 

2. (you / eat) ……………………………anything before you went to the theatre? 

3. (he / live) ………………………….in London before he moved to Glasgow? 

4. (she / find) …………………………a new job by that time? 

5. (they / book) …………………………a room before they went to Dublin? 

6. (how often / you / ring) ……………………….the bell before he answered the door? 

7. (why / they / have) …………………….dinner before they came to the party? 

8. (Carly / wash) ……………………………the dishes when her mum came home? 

9. (you / read) ……………………….the contract before you signed it? 

10. (who / live) …………………………in the house before we moved in? 
Put the verbs in brackets into the gaps in the correct tense Past Perfect or Simple Past.

Example: Pat _________ (to live) in London before he _________ (to move) to Rome.

Answer: Pat had lived in London before he moved to Rome.

Put the verbs into the correct tense (simple past or past perfect simple).

1. When he (wake)...........................up his mother (already / prepare)........................... breakfast. 

2. We (go).......................to London because the Queen (invite).....................us for tea. 

3. He (hear)....................... the news, (go) ...........................to the telephone and (call)............................a friend. 

4. When she (start)...................to learn English, she (already / learn)................French. 

5. Jane (already / type)........................ten pages when her computer (crash)..................

6. By the time he (arrive)....................at the pub, they (run).........................out of beer. 

7. Before that day we (never / think)............................of going to Japan. 

8. I (know).........................him for a long time before I (meet)..................his family. 

9. They (not / know)....................where to meet because nobody (tell)..................them. 

10. It (be).....................cloudy for days before it finally (begin).............................to rain.
Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Perfect).

1. My friend (eat) ………………up all the biscuit we (bake) ……………………. 

2. The teacher (correct) …………………the tests we (write) ……………………. 

3. I (give) ………………them some of the candies I (buy ……………………….. 

4. My sister (see / not) …………………the note that I (lay) …………………..on the kitchen table for her. 

5. We (want) ……….…….to watch a film that we (see / not) …………..….before. 

6. When Simon (go)………………out to play, he (already – do) ………………his homework. 

7. Jenny (come)…………..home, (sit) …………….down and (switch) ……………on the telly. 

8. Before that day in winter, the African boy (never-see) …………………snow in his life. 

9. She (lend) ………………me the book after she (read) ………………….it.

10. We (visit) ……………the museum that our friendo (tell) …………………us about a month before. 

Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Perfect).

1. The removal van (arrive)…………………before they (send)………………….the 

packing. 

2. Before they (come)…………………..to this town, they (stay)………………..in 

Chicago. 

3. After the kids (eat)………………….their lunch, they (have)……………………a 

little nap.

4. After school we (gather)…………………….at the youth club. 

5. Soon after sunrise we (go)………………….to an observation point where I 

(not- be)……………………… before. 

6. When we ( reach)....................……..home, my mother 

(already – cook)……dinner for us.

7. When Monica  (finnish)……………………her homework, she 

(go)……………………out to play with her friends. 

8. When we (meet)…………………Andrew, we (tell)…………………….him about 

our plans. 

Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Perfect).

Bob (wake) ………………………..up early in the morning. 

He (feel) ……………………very tired because he (sleep / not) ………………….very well the night before. 

A strange noise in the garden (keep) …………………him awake. 

Now it (be) …………………six o'clock and Bob (get) ………………..up and (go) …………………….to the bathroom where he (have) ……………….a cold shower to wake up. 

Then he (make) ………………….himself a nice cup of coffee. 

When Bob (look) …………………..out of the kitchen window, he (believe / not) ……………………his eyes. 

There (be) …………………a bear in his garden! 

He (search) …………………Bob's garden for food last night. 

Bob (knock) ……………………..at the window. 

The bear (hear) ………………….that and (run) ………………….away. 

But what a mess the bear (make) ………………….in the garden! 

